
 

Welcome everyone, to the sixth MUN at Rysensteen: RYSMUN 
2017 
 

First of all a very special ackowledgement must go to the former 
President of the United Nations General Assembly - an old friend of the 
school – Mr. Mogens Lykketoft, and to the current Chief of the UNFPA 
Nordic Office at the United Nations Population Fund, Mrs. Pernille 
Fenger, for giving the opening addresses.  
We are honored that you have taken the time to come and tell our 
students about the importance of the UN. 
 

I would also like to thank the planning committee of students from 
Rysensteen. Without their enormous effort, this arrangement would 
not have been possible at all. So a very big round of applause to all of 
you! 
 

And, of course, also a very warm welcome to Rysensteen´s own 2nd year 
students. 
 

And then a very warm welcome to our visitors from seven different 
partner-schools:  

● Escuela Normal e Superior – Vicente Fatone from Bahia Blanca, 
Argentina 

● Dr. Nermien Ismail’s language schools from Cairo, Egypt  
● The Linden School from Toronto, Canada 
● Heinrich Heine Gymnasium from Dortmund, Germany  
● Öhep Koleji from Alanya, Turkey 
● Fergusson College from Pune, India 
● High School no. 168 from St. Petersburg, Russia  

 

We are extremely proud that so many of our international partners 
have taken the time to participate in RysMUN. This year more than 60 
partner-school students are participating, which is a new record. 
 





It is no secret that the world is, at the moment, faced with problems 
that have not been seen before. Not a day goes by without the news 
media reporting on global warming, poverty, hunger, war, terrorism 
and income inequality. These - all too familiar - phenomena have 
created a sense of world wide fear. And with the fear, the success of 
populist politicians with over-simplified answers to complex problems 
has grown. These answers are based on discriminating nationalism, 
isolation, and less understanding of others. And more often than not, 
these answers are accompanied by harsh criticism of the UN, 
representing as it does the exact opposite approach to the world´s 
problems than the populist politicians are claiming: openness, shared 
responsibility and intercultural understanding. An approach that has 
been the guiding line of the UN since the formulation of the famous 
1945 preamble to the UN charter, stating that:  
 

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS ARE DETERMINED 
 

● to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as 
good neighbours 

 

The UN, in spite of all its shortcomings, remains the best possibility for 
us to find common solutions to challenges that are, fundamentally, 
shared by all of us – whatever country, creed or culture we may 
belong to. 
 

At Rysensteen we believe in the idea of a Global Citizen that is willing 
to accept responsibility not only for his or her own kind, but for all the 
people of the world . And as such we believe wholeheartedly in the 
idea of the United Nations. As a visible testament to this, the walls of 
Rysensteen are decorated with banners of the 17 UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. And on the walls around you will notice 13 
different portraits of people who, through their actions and words, 
have in one way or another furthered the ideals and values of the UN. 
The portraits are ment to infuse inspiration in all the people that pass 
through this room. Now, you may not - as some of these people - win 





the Nobel Peace Price or go down in history for tearing down the 
Apartheid regime  - but your actions are instrumental to making the 
world of tomorrow better than the world of today.  
I do believe that you are already aware of this. Social scientists are 
now starting to talk about your generation, not as the SO ME 
generation - which was formerly used to describe you - but as the WE 
generation. Among other things meaning that a sense of responsibility 
of the world´s shared problems is becoming the basis of your world 
view.  
And what better way to prepare yourself for this responsibility than to 
participate in RYSMUN? 
Today and tomorrow you will be given the difficult task of playing the 
roles of international diplomats representing the views of a given 
country. A special feature of the MUN is that you will represent a 
country that is not your own, and – very likely – also political opinions 
that are not your own.  This may be challenging, especially because all 
of us - sitting in this room -  come from different countries which, on 
an official, political level, are in conflict over some of the issues that 
will be debated at the RysMUN.   
So this is more than a fun game - this is an exercise of the utmost 
importance and an exercise  that you can learn immensely from. To be 
able to see the world from the perspectives of others is a quality that 
is essential for engaging in meaningful dialogues, discussions and 
political work in the globalised world.  
During the two days of RYSMUN, you must stick to the diplomatic 
rules, and attempt to network and find allies in the most creative ways 
possible to ensure that it is your  resolutions that are passed at the final 
vote. But remember, you cannot win all the time, and the UN and 
democracy, as such, is not least about listening and accepting 
compromises.  
RYSMUN will be a big challenge for everybody – not least because 
everything must be done in English, but for you – Global Citizens – I 
am sure it is a challenge, which can be overcome.  
 





I look forward to following your work during the next couple of days, 
and I hope that you will all have a fantastic experience, that will 
strengthen your political understanding and your abilities within the 
field of intercultural communication. 
I wish you all a very good time! 
 

 




